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Consult early with USACE.  Arrange a preapplication meeting with USACE, EPA, 
USFWS, and other relevant federal, State, and local resource agencies.

Would the proposed project involve work in, over, or under navigable waters of the United 
States, or discharge or place dredged or fill material in waters of the United States?

Does the project qualify for a nationwide or regional general permit?

USACE distributes a public notice and 
reviews project for regulatory compliance.  

USACE initiates formal consultation with 
USFWS and NMFS, oversees cultural 
resources review, and coordinates with 

local RWQCB to obtain water quality 
certification, as needed.

No USACE 
authorization 

required.

Submit PCN to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the 

appropriate approved general 
permit.  

Applicant responds to comments and objections, if any.

Redesign project.

Appeal decision.

USACE issues 
permit/authorization.

Does the general permit require a 
preconstruction notification (PCN)?

Does USACE determine 
that the project is in 
compliance with the 

general conditions and 
applicable regulations?

Redesign 
project.USACE 

requires 
review for 
individual 

permit.

Does the project qualify for a letter of permission?

Project is eligible for an abbreviated standard permit 
processing procedure that includes preapplication 

coordination with federal and State resource agencies and 
an evaluation of the public interest. 

Submit completed 
application for 

individual permit.

USACE prepares NEPA document.

Does USACE determine that the project is in 
compliance with NEPA, CWA Section 404, RHA 

Section 10, and other applicable regulations?

USACE denies permit.

Incorporate mitigation described in 
application package into NEPA 

documents.

Complete NEPA compliance process 
with federal lead agency.  If NEPA 
compliance is not required for other 

permits or authorizations, USACE acts 
as NEPA lead agency.

Redesign project to avoid or minimize activities that may affect waters of the United States.
Ensure project complies with general permit conditions, CWA Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines, and other federal, State, 

and local regulations.

Project is in 
compliance if all 

general 
conditions are 

met.

Figure 6
Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit Process


